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Bengal

The BJP’s surge in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections has put the political
legitimacy of the state’s ruling Trinamool Gongress on the mat
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est Bengal today will wake up
today to an altered reality.
The result of the 2019 general
elections has seen the Modi
juggernaut lay to rest, or rath-
erblown to smithereens, what many would
liketobelieve, wasone of the lastbastions of
opposition against the BJP government.

Such has been the saffron surge in the
state that even Saumitra Khan, BJP's Bish-
nupurcandidate, who could noteven enter
hisown constituency, due to multiple cases
filed by Mamata Banerjee government, has
takenlead.

Atop- ]evelBJP]eaderm Delhi told Mum-
bai Mirror that * strong anti-i mcumbem:y of
Mamata government” and “strong pro-in-
cumbency of central government” have
contributed greatly in charting the party’s
successin Bengal.

The massiveinroadsof BJPcanbebroad-
lyexplained by the following factors:

1. Mamata Banerjee is a victim of her
own success: The space for political opposi-
tionin the state had shrunk to non-existent
levels over the last few years. She used mus-
cle to weed out the CPI(M) — which she saw
as her principal enemy. People found it eas-
ier to go against her by joining hands with
the BJP than being even associated with the
Left. The shrinking of opposition space is
the single biggest reason for the BJP's entry
into West Bengal. The panchayat election
rigging/violenceisfurtherpartof thisnarra-
tivestrand.

2. BJP emerged as a local party: Amit
Shah's coup of getting Mukul Roy from the
TMCovertoBJP helpedagreatdeal. Roywas
Mamata's right-hand man and knew the
inner workings of the party as well asits
strengths and weaknesses. This helped

the BJPto be seen asa party with alocal face
in Bengal, which gave it a huge advantage.
Roy brought many TMC workers to BJP, in-
cluding the Barrackpore BJP candidate Ar-
jun Singh, Bishnupur candidate Saumitra
Khan and Jadavpur candidate Anupam
Hazra. He strategised and travelled to every
nook and cranny of the state, almost two
months ahead of the polls, and did all the
recce for Narendra Modi’s rallies.

3. Mamata played into the hands of the
BJP:The TMC chiefowes herriseto powerin
Bengal to the Muslim vote. [t was this vote
thatleft the CPI(M) en masse tojoin herpar-
ty, leading to the Left’s ultimate downfall.
The BJP was quick to cotton on to this con-
nectionand blowitoutof proportion. TMC
waslateinrealising thisandwhenittriedits
hand at “soft Hindutva", by organising its
own Ram Navami celebrations and Hindu
themed yatras, it failed to pass muster. “Ma-
mata polarised the elections by her Muslim
appeasement policies,” Sunil Deodhar, RSS
swayamsewak and BJP national secretary,
told Mumbai Mirror as the trends poured in.

“Thishelped usso
greatly that it
ended up
consolidat-
ing the CPI
(M) and

mata  was
finding it increasing-
ly difficult to control
her cadres on the
B\ ground. As a re-

sult, there was widespread discontent and
corruptionthatwasdestablisingthe partyat
its base. A lot of Mamata's social projects,
barring theexceptionsof ‘KhadyaSathi'and
'Kanyashree Prakalpa’ (scheme aimed at
preventing child marriage and spreading
women's education), did not reach the
grassroot beneficiaries. Rural people, espe-
ciallyintribal beltsof Jhargram, Medinipur,
Bankuraand Purulia feltantagonised by the
TMC leaders. “Only the relatives of local
leaders and their close aides received the
benefits. We have not received anything
from Bangla Abash Yojana to toilets under
Nirmal Bangla project,” arural votertoldus.
Even special BPL cards issues in the tribal
belt did not reap much benefit for Mamata
inthepolls.

5. Mamata also lost her foothold in the
tribal belt constituencies of Bankura, Puru-
liaandJhargram. BJP national general secre-
tary Sunil Deodhar told us, “This isone rea-
son behind the decline in people’s support.
Theotheris the multi-crore chit-fund scam.
Poorandlowermiddleclass peoplelost their
livelihoods because of this.” Deodhar was
in-charge of the last leg of the Lok Sabha
elections in Kolkata from May 1.

Onealsocannotdeny theimpactModi’s
rallies have had on the state. In all, the
prime minister visited the state 10 times
andaddressed atleast16 publicralliesover
the campaign. In every district, all
through the course of its seven phases,
the rallies were a hit. The saffron wave
was apparent in those who came in
drovesfora“Modidarshan”andbelieved
ittobeaonceinalifetime opportunity.

Credit alsogoes toKailash Vijayvargi-
ya, theMadhya Pradesh leader, whoeven
gave up his own seat as MP to stay put in
Bengal forthe last two years.

The fight in Bengal is now neck-and-
neck between the TMC and BJP. It will no
doubtmakelifeuncomfortableforMamata.
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Pradeep Gupta’s post-poll
survey delivered a100 per
cent accurate prediction
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s the initial poll trends gave way to a clearer big pic-

ture, polister Pradeep Gupta broke down on na-

tional television. The 50-year-old chairman and ma-

naging director of Axis My India had hit the jackpot.
Notonlydid hestand vindicatedafter three days of naysayers
questioning the integrity of his survey, his 26 years of struggle
inMumbai finally seemed to have paid off.

Atatime most journalists, psephologists, poll punditsand
even the BJP failed tosee its own prospects, Guptadelivereda
100 per cent accurate prediction for India Today-Axis My In-
dia post-poll survey, which gave 339-365 seats for the BJP-led
NDAand 77-108 seats for the UPA.

A migrant from a small village in Waraseoni in Balaghat,
Madhya Pradesh, Gupta arrived in Mumbai in 1993 to work
foran advertising agency after his stint with Thompson Press
in New Delhi. “They were days of great struggle and like all
other bachelors living in shared accommodation, I too lived
in a cramped apartments, sharing them with several other
boys. I lived in several neighbourhoods across the city and
briefly in Vasai too,” recalls Gupta, who now livesin Vile Parle
but spends most of his time in his Andheri East office. “My fa-
vourite place in the city now ismy office,” he laughs.

Since 2013, when Gupta first took to poll predictions, he
has worked on 36 exit and post-poll surveys, of which only
two went off the mark; the remaining were 95 per cent accu-
rate. “In factin the assembly polls at the end of last year, my
predictions were 100 per centaccurate,” heinsists.

“The key to getting poll predictions right is to catch the
voter when she is back home, comfortable and relaxed for an
honest chat,” Gupta lets out his secret. “It is the sheer hard
work of our over 500 field workers and the rigorous training
camps in the run-up to the data collection. We had organised
abig three-day training camp and during this I told my team
toworkon justone basic thing—to connectwith the people. It
dependson how the team members connectwith thevoters.
told them to get the voter's insight, ask their problems and is-
sues and then question them on who or which political party
isbetterplaced toaddressthem...” GuptatoldMirrorbetween
breaks from hisdaylong commitmentat the India Today stu-
dio.

Asked how others failed to see what he managed to read,
Gupta pointed out: “Journalists have a geographical ou-

treach... they usually catch hold of
votersoutsidethe pollingboothor
ontheroad. Nobody can talkon
the road. We reached out to
7,42,187 votersacross 542 con-
stituencies and spent five to 10
minutes on each of the voters in
theface-to-faceinterviews. [twas
not an exit poll but a post-poll
prediction, whichisfarmoreaccu-
ratebecausethe voterisatease
in hisor herown house.”
Gupta said it is in his
DNA todo this job. “Inad-
dition to poll predictions,
my company works on
corporate and social re-
search. My partner Mu-
kesh Kabra handles the
back office extensively, I
am the operations guy.
We will keep up our
wcrk on poll predic-
tions,” says Gupta, 50,
who has a degree in
_ Owner/President Man-
%, agement from Harvard
Business School.
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